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MAY 2020
THE SEASON SO FAR

UPDATES:
Don’t forget to check out our
website, Camefarmsinc.com,
for updates and login to your
personal landlord page for
more information.
Office Notes:
Darcy will be billing out any
fertilizer/chemical for March
and April in the coming
weeks. Please call if you have
any questions.
We have switched back to our
previous accounting software.
Please be patient as we set up
all the names, fields, etc. We
are much happier with the
forms and reports it provides.

-AARON PHELPS, AGRONOMIST

In late March, spring arrived, and temperatures jumped into the 70’s, with one
day having a high of 81 degrees. On April 1st, we had a high of 75 degrees,
followed with a low of 28 degrees on the 2nd, with wind chills down to 17
degrees. The 3rd, 4th, and 5th days of April all had lows into the mid-twenties.
Temperatures again warmed into the mid to upper eighties following that cold
spell, only to have another cold front move in April 10th to the 15th, with lows
dropping into the lower 20’s. One of our weather stations recorded a low of 18
degrees. The topsoil conditions at the time of both freezes was dry.
The warm weather had pushed the early planted wheat into the jointing stage,
where the head is elevated 3-4” above the soil surface. The later planted wheat
was in the hollow stem stage, where the head is above the ground from ¼ inch
to a couple inches.
After those freeze events, much of the later planted wheat was showing leaf
burn and, in some cases, depending on variety, severe leaf burn, and tiller die
back. The early planted wheat visually appeared fine though. After a couple
weeks, it became more evident, that in the early planted wheat, there was more
freeze damage. Dead heads could be found on 20-80% of the tillers checked.
In the earlier planted wheat, the freeze damage was <5% to 20%. Varietal
differences also played a role on how much freeze damage there appeared to be
as well.

Late April rains of over an inch across most fields greatly improved the color
and growth of the wheat and just as the wheat was starting to stress again in
May, rain was again received. It is still too early to tell the full effects from the
April freezes. Temperature and moisture conditions will have a big impact on
how the wheat recovers or if it is further stressed. I would expect there to be quite a bit of variability between fields and
varieties come harvest-time based on the observations so far.

“The farmer has to be an optimist, or he wouldn’t still be a farmer.” -Will Rogers
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Weather Update:
While we have been dry here, we have been fortunate to have enough rain to keep the wheat growing well. The ground going
to corn, milo, and soybeans has good sub-soil moisture and good top-soil moisture

GRAIN PRICES
Corn prices are down $.68 since the first of the year. Causes include the Coronavirus and the oil dispute between Russia
and Saudi Arabia.
Soybean prices are down $1.30 since the first of the year.
Wheat prices have held up the best. It is only down $.01 since the first of the year. KC July wheat futures has even spent
some time about $5.00, hitting a high of $5.14.
Milo basis has been particularly good because China has been buying milo. Basis is the difference between the cash price
and the futures price. The futures price for milo is the corn futures price.
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Planting Season Has Begun
We have planted our irrigated corn so far this spring.
We will start planting soybeans after the 10th of May, as
weather permits. The 15-day forecast has several days of
rain, so soybean planting might get a slow start.
We have been pushing our dryland corn planting date
back. We plan on starting the 1st of June. We are trying
to time tasseling to peak rainfall, as well as a cool down
in temperatures. Looking at historic weather data for
Saline county, we have found the first 2 weeks of August
are the best time for our dryland corn to go through
tasseling on average. Last year, our later planted corn
out yielded our early planted corn by 15 bushels per
acre.
Milo planting will start the 1st of June, as well.

Staff Update
Bill’s sons, Kody and Spencer, have
joined the farm full-time.
Kody graduated with an Ag
Economics degree with a specialty in
Agronomy from KSU. His role will
be day to day operations and
business operations, as well as
agronomy assistant.
Spencer graduated with a Farm and
Ranch Management degree from
Hutchinson Community College.
His role will be sprayer manager.
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